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At the end of my first year of architectural
studies, | was privileged enough to travel to
Switzerland as part of a three week sketch-
ing tour of Switzerland led by two University of
Tennessee architecture professors. Though | had
been studying architecture for a full year, | can
honestly say | had not truly experienced architec-
ture (let alone architecture of extraordinary con-
ception) until this point.

As | began to amass a sketchbook full of draw-
ings, | found that when | looked back my favor-
ite sketches were the ones with rain drops and
smeared ink, sketches of light qualities and tex-
ture, sketches of my friends and others around
me-- engaged sketches. When architecture en-
gages us it does something different that mere
buildings could ever do. Architecture allows us to
experience it and in turn creates moments that
are both memorable and valuable to all human
beings alike.

Goetheanum, Rudolf Steiner; Dornach, Switzerland; May 17, 2006; pen

Suffice it to say, the tour was extremely influen-
tial on me and would later influence my decision
to return to Switzerland and study at the ETH
ZUrich during the autumn of 2009. During the
trip, we were primarily based in three locations -
Zurich, Flims, and Bellinzona. From these points,
we completed day trips by bus to nearby places
of interest. All in all, | cannot imagine a better
way to spend nearly a month that drawing all day,
eating nutella, and experiencing the architecture
and culture of such a beautiful country.

Sketching on Zirichsee (Lake Zirich)

Castelgrande; Bellinzona, Switzerland; May 25, 2006; chalk pastel
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Medieval Bridge; Luzern, Switzerland; May 19, 2006; pen Saint Benedict Chapel, Peter Zumthor; Sumvitg, Switzerland; May 22, 2006; pen
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